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CHANGING OUR STORY
BOOKS

THE SUM OF US: WHAT RACISM 
COSTS EVERYONE AND HOW 
WE CAN PROSPER TOGETHER.
McGhee embarks on a deeply personal journey across 
the country from Maine to Mississippi to California, 
tallying what we lose when we buy into the zero-sum 
paradigm—the idea that progress for some of us must 
come at the expense of others. Along the way, she 
meets white people who confide in her about losing 
their homes, their dreams, and their shot at better 
jobs to the toxic mix of American racism and greed. 
This is the story of how public goods in this country—
from parks and pools to functioning schools—have 
become private luxuries; of how unions collapsed, 
wages stagnated, and inequality increased; and of 
how this country, unique among the world’s advanced 
economies, has thwarted universal healthcare.

THE COLOR OF LAW: A 
FORGOTTEN HISTORY OF 
HOW OUR GOVERNMENT 
SEGREGATED AMERICA.
In this groundbreaking history of the modern 
American metropolis, Richard Rothstein, a leading 
authority on housing policy, explodes the myth that 
America’s cities came to be racially divided through 
de facto segregation--that is, through individual 
prejudices, income differences, or the actions 
of private institutions like banks and real estate 
agencies. Rather, The Color of Law incontrovertibly 
makes clear that it was de jure segregation--the 
laws and policy decisions passed by local, state, and 
federal governments--that actually promoted the 
discriminatory patterns that continue to this day. By 
Richard Rothstein.

VALUING BLACK LIVES 
AND PROPERTY IN 
AMERICA’S BLACK CITIES.
Noted educator, journalist, and scholar 
Andre Perry takes readers on a tour of six 
Black-majority cities whose assets and 
strengths are undervalued. Know Your Price 
demonstrates the worth of Black people’s 
intrinsic personal strengths, real property, and 
traditional institutions. These assets are a 
means of empowerment and, as Perry argues 
in this provocative and very personal book, 
are what we need to know and understand to 
build Black prosperity.

Despite a rich cultural history of entrepreneurism, homeownership, and self-sustained success in Columbus’ Black and minority communities, 
homeownership is artificially suppressed by slavery, Jim Crow, segregation, restrictive covenants, redlining, urban renewal, exclusionary zoning, 
biased appraisals, and other prejudiced policies.

Bloom believes that we can amplify social courage and intensify audacious voices to change our future. To reject this past, we must 
understand it. We compiled the following resources to support bold thought-leadership in our community
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https://www.amazon.com/Sum-Us-Everyone-Prosper-Together/dp/B087CBHQQK/ref=sr_1_1?crid=203VPM6E0X83Q&keywords=the+sum+of+us&qid=1688418921&sprefix=the+sum+of+u%2Caps%2C229&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/The-Color-of-Law-audiobook/dp/B0747SW5PF/ref=sr_1_1?crid=352P9F80WE3WP&keywords=the+color+of+law&qid=1688418938&s=audible&sprefix=the+color+of+law%2Caudible%2C181&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Know-Your-Price-Property-Americas/dp/B08YS6MJ4C/ref=sr_1_1?crid=FRDZARKG1OH8&keywords=know+your+price+valuing+black+lives+and+property&qid=1688418982&s=audible&sprefix=know+your+price+valu%2Caudible%2C124&sr=1-1
https://cml.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S105C3435656
https://cml.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S105C2250595
https://cml.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S105C3364643

